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decided otherwise, and Moscicki concurred. In Pilsudski's
view Rydz-Smigly was the man most likely to carry on the
Pilsudski tradition as regarded both the Army itself and the
vital part it inevitably had to play in maintaining the Pilsudski
policy in the internal and still more in the external affairs of
Poland.
No mistake was possible respecting the reaction of the Polish
nation to the Marshal's death; it was one of the profoundest
sorrow; Poland was hushed under the blow which had deprived
her of her greatest son. On May 13 the churches throughout
the land were filled with the mourning people praying for the
repose of the departed. With the exception of the Nationalist
and Socialist papers, which limited themselves to mere notices
of the death, the whole Polish Press wrote in the most appreciative
terms of Pilsudski, many of them, echoing Moscicki, describing
him as the greatest Pole that had ever lived. Abroad the news
of his death was the topic of the day. Flags at half-mast flew in
Berlin, and Hitler sent a telegram of sympathy to Moscicki;
the German Press paid generous tributes to Pilsudski, calling
him a splendid, whole-souled patriot, a wise and a realist statesman
and the father of his people. From Moscow Laval sent a message
expressing his deep regret that the illness of the Marshal had
prevented him from meeting the "illustrious soldier, who was the
personification of the courage, honour and patriotism of the Polish
nation." The French Press was appreciative, but with a certain
reserve. From England came a telegram from King George to
the President stating that he had learned with deep regret of the
grievous loss the Polish nation had sustained through the death
of Pilsudski, "whose great qualities of leadership, both as soldier
and statesman, were so unsparingly devoted to his country's
service." In the Senate at Rome Mussolini said the Marshal
might be called the creator of Poland—an achievement accom-
plished first by an "incessant, tenacious and heroic struggle
before and during the War, and next after the War, when in
1926 he took possession of the State and finally gave it a form
and structure capable of resisting all events both at home and
abroad/' But every State sent its message of condolence. Soon

